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Revsrs*  Varivti**  of  Carton  City  Trad*  Dollar* 

by 

James  V.  Epps 

The  Trade  Dollar  was  only  one  of  many  United  States  coins  minted  at 
the  Branch  Mint  in  Carson  City,  Nevada.  This  Branch  Mint  was  opened 
on  January  6,  1870  and  struck  millions  of  gold  and  silver  coins  for  twenty- 
four  years.  In  1894  it  was  converted  into  an  assaying  and  refining  facility 
and  it  continued  to  function  as  a  government  assay  office  until  1933.  The 
Carson  City  Mint  produced  excellent  quality  coins  and  was  praised 
frequently  by  the  Treasury  Department.  The  Mint  was  closed  from  time  to 
time  because  thousands  of  dollars  were  spirited  from  its  vaults,  even 
though  the  facility  was  supposed  to  be  theft-proof.  The  Nevada  State 
Museum  is  now  located  in  the  old  Carson  City  mint  building.  It  is  open  to 
the  public  and  visitors  are  welcomed  to  see  where  so  many  CC  mint- 
marked  coins  were  produced. 

There  was  a  total  of  4,211,400  Trade  Dollars  minted  at  the  Carson  City 
Mint  between  July,  1873  and  February,  1878,  with  the  top  month  of 
production  being  May,  1875  with  278,000  minted.  There  were  fewer  Trade 
Dollars  minted  at  Carson  City  than  at  Philadelphia  or  SanFrancisco.  With 
over  35,000,000  Trade  Dollars  minted  between  1873  and  1883  at  all  three 
mints,  you  can  see  that  less  than  13  per  cent  were  produced  in  Carson 
City,  about  15  per  cent  in  Philadelphia  and  the  balance  or  major  portion 
struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint. 

The  Carson  City  Mint  produced  124,500  Trade  Dollars  in  1873.  All  of 
these  were  of  the  Type  I  variety  with  the  berry  in  claw  on  the  reverse. 
From  my  experience  and  in  talking  with  other  Trade  Dollar  collectors,  I 
find  that  the  1873-CC  is  the  lowest  mintage  legal  tender  Trade  Dollar  and 
it  has  the  second  lowest  mintage  of  any  business  strike  Trade  Dollar.  The 
CC  mint  mark  on  the  1873  reverse  is  a  wide  micro(small)  CC  slightly  to 
the  left  and  over  the  D  of  DOLLAR. 

The  1874-CC,  of  which  there  were  1,373,200  minted,  was  next  to  the 
largest  in  production  of  Caron  City  Trade  Dollars.  There  are  two  mint 
mark  varieties  known:  the  normal  or  large  CC  and  the  micro  or  small  CC. 
Mr.  Paul  Scheof  in  his  "U.  S.  Trade  Dollar  Varieties  and  Observations" 
mentions  a  third  variety  as  "Normal  CC.  Sunken  and  laminated  in  field 
around  stem  of  olive  branch  (plancket  flaw?)".  I  believe  this  would  be  a 
rare  variety  and  I  have  not  seen  one  of  this  type.  There  is  no  account  from 
the  Mint  Director's  report  as  to  the  number  of  Micro  CC  and  normal  or 
large  CC  Trade  Dollars  minted.  As  in  1873,  all  of  the  1874-CC  Trade 
Dollars  were  of  the  Type  I  variety. 

There  was  a  total  of  1,573,700  Trade  Dollars  minted  with  the  CC  mint 
mark  in  1875  with  both  Type  I  and  Type  II  varieties  known  for  this  year. 
There  are  no  reports  reflecting  how  many  Type  I  or  Type  II  pieces  were 
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minted.  The  Type  II  variety  is  very  rare  with  chop  marks,  but  not  so  rare 
without  chops.  There  seems  to  be  only  the  large  wide  CC  on  the  1875 
although  some  have  been  found  with  the  right  C  slightly  higher  than  the 
left. 

Now  a  brief  introduction  to  the  only  double  mint  mark  known  in  the 
Trade  Dollar  series-the  1875-S/CC,  or  S  over  CC,  which  was  first  reported 
in  February,  1965,  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Farmer.  It  is  believed  this  rarity  results 
from  a  set  of  obverse  and  reverse  dies  being  sent  as  a  pair  from  Carson 
City  to  San  Francisco.  Even  though  1875  was  a  big  year  for  production  of 
Carson  City  Trade  Dollars,  San  Francisco  minted  three  times  as  many 
They  undoubtedly  needed  the  dies  to  meet  production.  Someone  did  not 
remove  the  right  C  completely,  and  so  we  have  a  large  S  and  portions  of  a 
smaller  C.  Mr.  Matt  Juvotich  conducted  a  survey  in  1976  or  1977  and 
found  from  all  reports  that  there  are  fewer  than  fifty  known  pieces  of  the 
1875-S/CC  Trade  Dollar.  The  chop  marked  variety  is  much  more  common 
than  the  unchopped. 

In  1876  the  production  of  Trade  Dollars  dropped  considerably  at  the 
Carson  City  Mint  with  only  509,000  being  struck.  There  are  both  Type  I 
and  Type  II  CC  Trade  Dollars  known  with  no  mint  reports  on  the  amount 
of  each  minted.  There  are  also  two  varieties  of  CC  mint  marks  found, 
some  are  small  or  micro  and  the  other  normal  or  large  .  The  Type  I  with 
the  berry  in  claw  has  the  micro  or  small  CC.  For  this  variety  we  have 
three  different  types  distinguished  by  the  difference  in  the  E's  and  F's  in 
"UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA".  There  is  the  isolated  seriph  Die  Variety, 
where  the  seriphs  of  the  E's  and  F  are  isolated  from  the  stem  of  the  let- 
ter. In  the  second  variety  the  E's  and  F  have  been  re-connected  by  re- 
engraving.  For  the  third  variety  the  E's  and  F  are  normal.  In  the  Type  II 
variety,  we  have  only  the  large  CC  mint  mark  type,  with  no  difference  in 
the  seriphs. 

1877  was  not  much  of  a  year  for  production  of  the  Trade  Dollar  in  Car- 
son City  with  only  534,000  being  minted.  All  are  of  the  Type  II  reverse.  All 
are  of  the  normal  size  CC  with  a  few  being  found  with  a  weak  first  C.  No 
other  real  differences  have  been  observed. 

In  1877  most  of  the  Carson  City  Trade  Dollars  were  minted  in  June, 
July  and  August,  with  a  few  in  December.  Please  realize  that  as  these 
U.S. Trade  Dollars  were  minted,  they  were  no  longer  legal  tender  in  the 
United  States.  The  Coinage  Act  of  1873  had  limited  the  amount  which 
could  be  accepted  as  legal  tender  to  $5.00.  On  July  22,  1876,  the  U.S. 
Trade  Dollar  was  demonetized  by  Congress.  However  quite  a  few  Trade 
Dollars  were  redeemed  by  the  United  States  Treasury  from  March,  1887  to 
December,  1891. 

The  year  1878  was  the  last  year  for  business  strike  Trade  Dollars  at  all 
three  mints.  Starting  in  1879,  only  proofs  were  minted  in  limited  numbers. 
In  1878  only  97,000  Trade  Dollars  were  minted  at  the  Carson  City  Mint 
and  all  of  these  were  struck  in  January  and  February.  There  are  two  1878- 
CC  varieties  known.  One  is  the  same  as  the  1877-CC  with  the  CC  to  the 
left  slightly  and  over  the  D  in  DOLLAR.  The  other  variety  has  the  same 
normal  size  CC,  but  it  is  over  slightly  to  the  right  of  D  in  DOLLAR.  There 
are  no  production  records  but  there  seem  to  be  an  equal  number  of  each 
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variety  known.  The  1878-CC  is  the  rarest  of  all  the  Carson  City  Trade 
Dollars  and  is  very  rare  with  a  chop  mark.  There  are  fewer  than  ten  known 

with  chops.  ,  ,    .  -.---an.. 

This  is  another  chapter  in  the  history  of  this  fascinating  but  generally 

misundersood  coin  -  our  U.  S.  Trade  Dollar. 

The  pictures  of  the  1873-CC  and  1875-CC  Trade  Dollars  were  taken  by 
Tom  Mulvaney  at  Paramount  International  Coin  Corporation. 


1873-CC  Trade  Dollar  with  Small  CC  Mint  Mark 


1875-CC  Trade  Dollar  with  Large  CC  Mint  Mark 
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ALL  DATES  AND  GRADES 


LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 
BOUGHT  -  SOLD  -  APPRAISED 

COLLECTIONS  PURCHASED 
AUCTIONS  CONDUCTED 


Our  representatives  will  travel 
Anywhere  in  the  World! 

APPRAISALS  FOR: 
Estates,  Banks,  Attorneys,  Insurance  Co's.,  Etc. 


IN  BUSINESS  OVER  40  YEARS! 


WRITE  OR  PHONE  TODAY. 


RARE  COIN  COMPANY  OF  AMERICA,  INC. 

31  North  Clark  Street  •  Chicago,  Illinois  60602 
Telephone:  (312)  346-3443 


Phantom  Half  Dimaa 

by 

James  Skwarek 

One  of  the  fascinations  of  collecting  Liberty  Seated  coins  is  the  search 
for  and  discovery  of  new  or  unusual  varieties.  Of  special  interest  to  me  is 
a  group' of  half  dimes  that  I  call  "phantoms".  These  so  called  "phan- 
toms" are  varieties  or  issues  which  were  once  believed  to  exist  as 
genuine  collectible  coins  but  which  are,  for  the  moment  at  least,  totally 
unknown  to  modern  day  collectors.  What  really  sparked  my  interest  in 
this  fascinating  and  exotic  area  of  numismatics  was  my  accidental 
discovery  of  just  such  a  piece  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago.  Unfortunately 
it  was  not  of  the  Liberty  Seated  type  so  I  will  not  tell  you  about  it  here. 

Phantoms  are  not  listed  in  popular  modern  reference  works  such  as 
the  Red  Book.  However  many  are  listed  and  recorded  in  some  of  the  older 
literature,  auction  catalogues,  etc.  The  following  is  a  listing  of  just  a  few 
of  these  long  forgotten  ghostly  relatives  of  coins  we  know  very  well. 

1837-  0 

This  half  dime  was  mentioned  by  A.G.  Heaton  in  his  classic  work  entitled 
"A  Treatise  of  the  Coinage  of  the  U.S.  Branch  Mints"  published  in  1893. 
This  work  was  a  pioneering  effort  to  popularize  the  collecting  of  coins  by 
mintmark  rather  than  just  by  date  as  was  popular  at  the  time.  Heaton 
claims  to  have  discovered  two  examples  of  this  now  unknown  and 
unlisted  phantom  issue. 

1838-  0  With  Stars 

This  one  was  also  mentioned  by  Heaton.  He  went  so  far  as  to  say  that 
unlike  the  well  known  No  Stars  1838-0,  the  With  Stars  variety  has  a  Small 
o  mintmark.  This  phantom  is  also  listed  on  the  data  page  of  the  old 
Whitman  coin  folder  for  half  dimes. 

1 871  -S    S  Below  the  Wreath 

All  1871-S  half  dimes  known  today  carry  their  mintmark  above  the  bow  or 
"In  the  Wreath"  in  the  approximate  center  of  the  reverse.  The  phantom 
"Below  the  Wreath"  placement  is  also  listed  on  the  data  page  of  the  old 
half  dime  Whitman  coin  folder. 

I  have  listed  only  three  of  the  phantom  half  dimes.  There  are  a  few 
others  that  I  have  heard  of.  Perhaps  I  will  write  about  these  at  another 
time.  Speaking  realistically  it's  barely  possible  that  some  of  these  exist 
or  did  exist.  But  most  of  these  probably  never  did,  at  least  not  in  a 
genuine  form  (that  is,  not  counterfeit  or  altered).  Yet  it  may  pay  to  keep 
your  eyes  open.  It  wasn't  too  long  ago  that  the  previously  unknown  1870- 
S  issue  was  brought  to  light.  One  never  knows  what  remains  to  be 
discovered.  And  that,  of  course,  is  what  numismatics  is  all  about. 
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QUALITY  COin  9€RMIC€ 

5464  North  Port  Washington  Road 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  53217 
(414)  933-9331 

ANA  LM2266  LSCC  #494 


HALF  DIMES 

1837  Large  Date  toned  VF  +  ...  $250 
1837       Small  Date  lustrous  XF  400 


1850  About  Fine  15 

1851  XF  50 

1853       Arrows  VG+  6 

1853  0     V-2,  Good  40 

1854  XF  55 

1856  MS-60   525 

1857  Fine  16 

1858  Counterstamp  JKF 

Good  4 

18590     AU  110 

1870  Good  5 

1871  Good  +  10 

1872  Good  6 

DIMES 

1837  AU  $800 

18380     VG/G  85 

1838  Stars  VG,  cleaned  5 

1842       Nice  original  tone  XF  45 

1853       Arrows  Good  +  6 

1856       Small  Date  Fine  12 

1857-0  AU  obverse  may  have  been 

lightly  polished  long 

ago  125 

1877       VG  8 

1887       VG  8 

1887-S     Fine  10 

1889       XF+  lustrous  60 

1889       VF  20 


TWENTY  CENTS 


1875-CC  AU  $600 

1875-S    Good  40 

QUARTERS 

1842       Good  $50 

1853  Arrows  &  Rays  VF  35 

1854  Fine  20 

1856       VG+  10 

1877-CC  XF  100 

1877-S    VG  10 

HALVES 

1876  Good  $18 

1877  Nice  original  toned  AU  450 

1877       Good+  20 

1877-CC  Good  17 

1877-S     MS-63   1250 

Love  Tokens 

Six  seated  dime  love  tokens  mounted 
on  a  pin  to  form  a  triangle  $35 


TERMS: 

1.10  day  return  privilege. 

2.  Personal  checks  must  clear. 

3.  $3.00  postage  &  handling  under 
$100. 

4.  Wanted:  original,  undamaged 
rare  date  half  dimes. 

5.  Thanks  for  your  order. 
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CHRISTIAN  COBRECHT 
(1785  - 1844] 


Christian  Gobrecht  was  the  fourth  Chief  Engraver  of  the  United  States. 
Christian  was  born  December  23,  1785,  in  Hanover,  York  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  was  the  sixth  son  of  John  Christopher  Gobrecht.  The  elder 
Gobrecht  emigrated  from  Germany  in  1753.  John  Gobrecht  became  a 
clergyman  in  the  German  Reformed  Church  while  still  in  Germany. 

Not  much  is  known  about  Christian's  early  education  but,  in  1811,  he 
went  to  Philadelphia  where  he  worked  as  an  engraver  of  bank  notes,  book 
binders  dies,  etc.  From  Philadelphia  he  moved  to  Baltimore  engaging  in 
this  same  type  of  work.  In  1817  he  invented  a  metal-ruling  machine.  This 
machine  allowed  an  engraved  picture  of  a  medal  to  be  prepared  by  the 
movement  of  a  pointer  over  the  medal  itself.  A  machine  using  Gobrecht's 
ideas  was  first  used  by  ASA  Spencer  in  London  in  1819. 

On  December  1,  1823,  Christian  wrote  to  President  James  Monroe 
seeking  a  mint  engraver's  job.  Nothing  was  heard  from  the  President. 
Almost  two  years  later,  the  Director  of  the  Mint  wrote  to  the  President 
regarding  employment  of  Christian;  again  his  appointment  was  denied. 
On  January  12,  1826,  the  President  reconsidered  and  offered  Christian  an 
appointment.  But,  because  of  the  low  salary  offered,  Christian  this  time 
refused.  Later  in  1835  Christian  joined  the  mint  staff  as  an  assistant  un- 
der William  Kneass.  In  1835  and  1836,  Christian  worked  on  the  designs 
for  a  new  silver  dollar.  After  the  design  patterns  of  1836  were  completed, 
the  regular  liberty  seated  designs  were  determined.  First  came  the  Liber- 
ty Seated  dimes  and  half  dimes.  They  were  released  in  1837.  The  quarter 
dollar  came  out  in  1838;  the  half  dollar  in  1839  and  lastly  the  dollar  in 
1840. 

After  the  death  of  William  Kneass,  Christian  Gobrecht  was  appointed 
The  Chief  Engraver  of  the  Mint  on  December  21,  1840.  He  continued 
being  Chief  Engraver  until  his  death  on  July  23,  1844. 

This  biography  of  Christian  Gobrecht  was  prepared  and  sent  in  by 
James  Wilbur  LSCC-333  for  publication  in  the  journal. 
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PHIL-CO 

P.O.  Box  9586 
O'Fallon,  Missouri  63366 


Jerry  Phillips    LSCC  #475 

HALF  DIMES 

1837      No  Stars  XF  Slightly  Dark 

Crusty  Reverse  $110.00 

1838-0    No  Stars  V-1  Very  Small 
Rim  Nick  5:30  Obv.  Nice 


VF-XF  425.00 

1840-P    With  Drapery  VF 

Slightly  Baggy  110.00 

1852-  0    Good  + ,  FULL  Rims  20.00 

1853-  0    No  Arrows,  Obv.  Similar  to 

one  pictured  page  29 

Issue  15,  Fine  + 

Reverse  75.00 

1856-P    VQ  6.50 

1858-P    Q-VQ  6.50 

1858-  0     VQ-F  7.00 

1859-  P    VG-F  20.00 

1861-P    XF  35.00 


1871-S  XF-AU  Slightly  Baggy. . . .  70.00 
DIMES 

1838-0     No  Stars  A-1  VF  Possibly 


Dipped  Some  Time 

Ago  $125.00 

1838       Stars  VF  A-6,  Partial 

Drap  125.00 

1839-0     Fine  + ,  Small  0  20.00 

1 839-  0    About  XF,  Large  0  60.00 

1 840  No  Drapery  A-2,  VQ  5.50 

1840-  0     No  Drapery  VG  +  15.00 

1841-  0    Good  +   10.00 

1841-0     VG  12.50 

1 841  -0    VG  +  Scratch  on  Obv  8.00 

1841-0    VG+  15.00 

1841-0     VF-XF  40.00 

1844       Fine  75.00 

1845-0     Fine  90.00 

1846  VG-F  100.00 

1847  XF,  A-1   130.00 

1849-0    F-VF  Dark,  two  light  scratches 

on  obverse  22.00 

1852-0    VF  Soft  Strike  50.00 

1852-0    VF  +  Good  Strike,  Small 

Circular  Scratch  on 

Ctr.  Rev  55.00 

1856       Large  Date  VF  35.00 

1858-0     Fine  30.00 


Satisfaction  Completely  Guaranteed 
ANA  Grading 

Add  Postage  on  Orders  Under  $100 
Missouri  Residents  Add  Sales  Tax 


DIMES 

1859-P    A-1  VF-XF  $35.00 

1865-P    AN  ACS  Papers  & 

Grade  EF40/40  Couple  Bag 
Marks  Obv.  &  Rev  395.00 

1869-P    F/VG  Dirty  10.00 

1869-P    VF  45.00 

1869-  P    XF  Baggy  75.00 

1870-  P  AU  Slightly  Dirty  Rev  ... .  95.00 
1873-P    No  Arrows  Closed  3, 

G-VG  15.00 

1876-CC  F-VF  15.00 

1880       Business  Strike  A-2,  F-VF 

Possibly  Dipped  95.00 

1884-S    VG/G  Dark  10.00 

QUARTERS 

1839  VG  Dark  $10.00 

1840  0    With  Drapery,  About  XF 

Obv.  and  AU  Rev  100.00 

1841-  P    VF-XF  125.00 

1842-  P    Large  Date  VG  75.00 

1842-  0     Large  Date  VF  +   60.00 

1843-  0     VF  85.00 

1844-  0     Good,  Full  Rims  7.50 

1856-0     Fine  35.00 

1856-S    S  over  SAG  Obv, 

Good  Rev  40.00 

1856-  S    S  over  S  Fine,  AN  ACS 

papers  350.00 

1857-  0     G-VG  12.00 

18570     Fine  20.00 

1857-0     VF  45.00 

1857-  S    VG  +  ,  Couple  light 

scratches  in  Obverse 

field  75.00 

1858-  S    Fine  75.00 

1858-  S    VF  175.00 

1859-  0     VG-F  40.00 

1859-  0     VF  110.00 

1860-  0     Fine  +   40.00 

18600     VF  60.00 

1862-S    VF  90.00 
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PHIL-CO 

P.O.  Box  9586 
O'Fallon,  Missouri  63366 
Continued. . . 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1839       With  Drapery  F-VF  B-5E 

Few  Very  Small  Nicks  Obv 

&  Rev.  Not  Too  Bad  $35.00 

1846       Over  Horizontal  6  B  2 A 

Cleaned  Long  Ago,  Some 

toning  Now  Abt  VG  70.00 

1846-0    Tall  Date,  ANACS  Paper  & 
Grade  VF-30/30  Probably 

Dipped  Long  Ago  225.00 

1852  0     Fine  +  Weak  E  110.00 

18520     F-VF  150.00 

1860-P    VF-XF  Type  II  Rev  75.00 

1 860-P    XF,  Type  1 1  Rev  1 40.00 

1860-P    XF-AU  Type  I  Rev. 

Nice  Gold  Toning  195.00 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1860-P    AU  Type  1  Rev  250.00 

1860-P    Borderline  UNC.  Beautiful 

Gold  Toning  Obv.  Light 

Toning  Rev.  Type  I 

Rev  475.00 

1862-S    Somewhat  Weak  Strike  Lower 

Half  Obv.  VG-F  17.00 

1867-P    Abt.  VG  37.00 

1867-  P     VF-XF  130.00 

1868-  P    VG  +  55.00 

1874-CC  Good  -  Letters  &  Stars 

Full  115.00 

1891       VG  22.00 


Regional  Meetings  of  LSCC 

Two  regional  meetings  of  LSCC  have  been  scheduled  for  the  spring  of 
1981.  A  regional  meeting  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Metropolitan 
New  York  Numismatic  Convention  held  at  the  new  Vista  International 
Hotel  in  New  York  City.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  5:00  p.m.  on  Friday, 
April  3,  1981.  Information  on  the  location  of  the  meeting  will  be  available 
at  the  registration  desk  at  the  convention.  Exhibits  on  Liberty  Seated 
material  are  welcome  and  encouraged  by  the  club. 

A  second  regional  meeting  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Central 
States  Numismatic  Convention  held  at  the  Indiana  Convention  Center  in 
Indianapolis,  Indiana.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  5:00  p.m.  on  Friday, 
April  3,  1981.  The  location  of  the  meeting  will  be  announced  at  the  con- 
vention. 

The  arrangements  for  the  Annual  meeting  at  the  ANA  in  New  Orleans 
are  not  yet  complete  but  we  have  requested  a  meeting  for  the  morning  of 
the  second  day  of  the  convention.  This  time  seems  to  be  the  most  con- 
venient for  those  members  attending  the  convention.  Please  try  to  attend 
the  club  meetings  if  at  all  possible  and  share  your  thoughts  on  club  ac- 
tivities and  events.  Some  good  ideas  for  articles  for  future  issues  of  the 
Journal  have  been  discussed  at  club  meetings  and  we  were  fortunate  last 
summer  when  an  individual  attending  the  Annual  Meeting  volunteered  to 
have  a  picture  taken  of  his  1837  Proof  dime  for  presentation  on  the  cover 
of  this  year's  issues. 

11 


Availability  of 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters  by  Grade 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

When  attempting  to  purchase  coins  in  any  series  it  is  important  to 
have  a  good  understanding  of  the  availability  of  the  dates  in  the  series. 
We  have  all  passed  over  pieces  that  we  later  wished  we  had  purchased 
but  lacked  knowledge  of  availability  or  rarity  at  the  time.  Price  cannot  be 
overlooked  but  we  must  sometimes  pay  more  than  we  would  like  for  a 
piece  that  is  difficult  to  find  or  very  seldom  offered. 

Availability  and  rarity  are  difficult  to  define  because  of  the  many  dif- 
ferent ways  that  coins  can  be  marketed  throughout  the  country.  Auction 
records  are  frequently  not  representative  of  the  availability  of  specific 
dates  because  they  usually  only  contain  rare  dates  or  the  more  common 
dates  in  superior  grades.  While  any  method  of  enumeration  has  its 
limitations  I  have  decided  that  availability  through  Coin  World  advertising 
might  be  the  most  representative  way  to  measure  availability  of  the 
series  to  the  collecting  public.  I  have  therefore  made  a  listing  of  the 
frequency  with  which  each  date  appeared  in  Coin  World  ads  for  24  con- 
secutive weeks  from  August  20,  1980  to  January  28,  1981.  The  listing  is 
broken  down  into  three  circulated  grades  as  well  as  Uncirculated  and 
Proof.  I  have  no  assurances  that  the  pieces  are  as  described  but  any 
piece  that  was  listed  in  a  split  grade  was  recorded  in  the  lower  category. 
No  attempt  was  made  to  eliminate  duplicate  listings  of  the  same  coin 
except  in  a  few  cases  where  the  same  ad  was  placed  by  the  same  dealer 
over  a  period  of  several  weeks. 

The  listing  contains  only  coins  that  were  offered  at  fixed  prices  and 
does  not  include  those  pieces  offered  in  Mail  Bid  Sales  or  those  offered 
as  trade  material.  None  of  the  ads  were  placed  by  dealers  who  specialize 
only  in  Seated  material,  the  ads  therefore  representing  a  typical  selection 
of  Seated  material  available  in  today's  market.  A  few  of  the  ads  con- 
tained only  choice  material  but  most  presented  a  selection  in  a  variety  of 
grades  with  dates  ranging  through  the  series.  The  listing  illustrates  many 
expected  trends  but  also  contains  a  few  surprises,  at  least  for  me.  While 
not  a  direct  reflection  of  actual  rarity  the  listing  should  be  helpful  to 
collector  and  dealer  alike  in  identifying  specific  dates  that  will  be  dif- 
ficult to  obtain  in  the  current  market. 

Only  two  dates,  the  1849-0  and  the  1875-CC,  were  not  offered  for  sale  in 
any  of  the  24  issues  of  Coin  World.  The  unavailability  of  the  1849-0  could 
have  been  anticipated.  This  date  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  key  rarities 
in  the  series  and  is  seldom  offered  for  sale  in  any  grade.  I  have  seen  a 
few  for  sale  at  shows  and  auctions  over  the  years  but  one  must  consider 
himself  fortunate  indeed  to  be  able  to  obtain  an  example  of  this  rare 
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date.  On  the  other  hand  the  unavailability  of  the  1875-CC  will  come  as  a 
surprise  to  many  people.  The  date  has  not  been  known  as  a  rarity  in  the 
series  and  is  priced  no  where  near  the  recognized  rarities  in  the  series. 
Yet  anyone  who  has  collected  the  Seated  quarters  will  tell  you  that  the 
date  is  difficult  to  locate  and  seldom  available.  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
date  is  nearly  as  rare  as  the  current  availability  would  indicate  but  I 
would  feel  that  it  will  continue  to  be  very  difficult  to  obtain  until  prices 
are  raised  to  better  reflect  its  rarity. 

The  1866-S,  1871-CC  and  1873-CC  with  Arrows  dates  appeared  only  once 
in  the  24  issues.  The  1870-CC  appeared  twice  but  the  two  listings  were 
by  the  same  dealer  in  the  same  grade.  One  can  speculate  that  this  was 
likely  the  same  coin  being  offered  in  both  ads.  In  this  group  the  1866-S  is 
not  as  highly  regarded  as  the  early  Carson  City  pieces  but  it  is  still  very 
difficult  to  obtain. 

The  New  Orleans  pieces  from  the  1853-0  through  to  the  1860-0  did  not 
appear  nearly  as  often  as  I  expected.  Various  individuals  have  told  me 
that  these  dates  are  vastly  underrated,  especially  in  the  higher  grades, 
and  this  tabulation  would  seem  to  support  that  contention.  I  do  not 
believe  that  any  of  these  dates  are  as  rare  as  the  1851-0  or  the  1852-0, 
dates  that  appeared  more  frequently  in  the  listing.  It  wasn't  too  many 
years  ago  that  the  1851-0  and  1852-0  were  listed  at  only  a  fraction  of  their 
current  prices  and  in  those  days  the  two  dates  were  nowhere  to  be  found. 
This  example  only  illustrates  that  sharp  increases  in  price  can  drastically 
affect  the  availability  of  a  specific  rare  date. 

All  Uncirculated  quarters  from  1841  to  1852  would  appear  to  be  very 
rare  and  difficult  to  obtain.  A  collector  with  an  interest  in  purchasing 
such  material  should  expect  a  considerable  challenge  and  will  likely  have 
to  compete  for  coins  at  the  major  auctions  if  he  is  to  have  much  success 
in  obtaining  choice  pieces. 

Common  dates  are  listed  more  frequently  in  the  middle  circulated 
grades  of  Fine  or  Very  Fine  than  any  other.  It  would  be  my  feeling  that 
these  dates  are  more  abundant  in  grades  of  Good  and  Very  Good  but 
they  are  not  as  marketable  as  single  pieces  in  these  grades.  I  have  seen 
listings  for  lots  of  common  date  circulated  Seated  material  since  the  cost 
of  advertising  can  make  it  unattractive  to  offer  these  low  grade  pieces  as 
single  items. 

The  most  common  date  in  the  series  has  to  be  the  1853  Arrows  and 
Rays  quarter  with  225  listings  in  the  24  issues.  I  have  already  seen  dealer 
stocks  with  30  or  more  pieces  in  varying  grades  from  About  Good  to 
About  Uncirculated.  It  is  no  wonder  that  the  1853/4  variety  went  un- 
noticed for  so  many  years  with  so  many  available  in  the  market.  The 
Philadelphia  pieces  in  the  same  era  dated  1854,  1856,  1857,  1858  and 
1861  also  seem  to  be  very  plentiful.  Other  dates  such  as  the  1842,  1855-S, 
1864  and  1865  are  considered  scarce  but  they  seem  to  be  readily 
available  in  today's  market. 
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Liberty  Seated  Quarters 
Availability  in  Coin  World 

August  20, 1980  to  January  28, 1981 

Frequency  of  Listing  by  Condition 


DATE 

Total 

Good 
Very  Good 

Fine 
Very  Fine 

Extra  Fine 
About  Unc. 

Un- 
circulat 

1838 

40 

1 

12 

22 

5 

1839 

27 

1 

6 

12 

8 

1840-0  No  Drap 

34 

4 

23 

7 

- 

1840  Drap 

8 

2 

3 

3 

- 

1840-0  Drap 

22 

8 

8 

2 

4 

1841 

4 

- 

3 

• 

1 

1841-0 

23 

13 

5 

4 

1 

1842 

35 

10 

16 

7 

2 

1842-0  Sm  Dt 

4 

2 

2 

1842-0  Lg  Dt 

17 

7 

10 

- 

- 

1843 

21 

1 

6 

12 

2 

1843-0 

18 

1 

4 

13 

- 

1844 

13 

1 

- 

10 

2 

1844-0 

19 

6 

10 

3 

- 

1845 

10 

2 

3 

3 

2 

1846 

12 

3 

5 

3 

1 

1847 

9 

1 

2 

5 

1 

1847-0 

11 

1 

7 

3 

- 

1848 

23 

1 

7 

14 

1 

1849 

17 

3 

5 

8 

1 

1849-0 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1850 

12 

1 

9 

2 

1850-0 

19 

2 

12 

5 

1851 

5 

4 

1 

1851-0 

15 

4 

4 

6 

1 
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Liberty  Seated  Quarter* 

Frequency  of  Listing  by  Condition 


Good  Fine       Extra  Fine  Un- 

DATE  Total  Very  Good    Very  Fine   About  Unc.  circulated  Proof 


1852 

22 

7 

6 

6 

3 

1852-0 

18 

6 

7 

5 

- 

- 

1853  No  Arr 

3 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

1853  Arr 

225 

51 

93 

66 

15 

- 

1853-0 

19 

6 

6 

7 

- 

- 

1854 

163 

35 

76 

42 

10 

- 

1854-0 

10 

3 

3 

3 

1 

- 

1855 

38 

6 

21 

9 

2 

- 

1855-0 

11 

- 

11 

- 

- 

- 

1855-S 

72 

18 

45 

4 

5 

- 

1856 

105 

18 

46 

29 

12 

- 

1856-0 

12 

- 

3 

6 

3 

1856-S 

5 

2 

. 

3 

1857 

135 

8 

69 

49 

9 

_ 

1857-0 

13 

1 

9 

3 

. 

1857-S 

22 

2 

- 

19 

1 

- 

1858 

102 

8 

48 

33 

11 

2 

1858-0 

3 

- 

- 

3 

- 

1858-S 

24 

13 

11 

- 

- 

- 

1859 

34 

8 

12 

9 

4 

1 

1859-0 

6 

2 

1 

3 

1859-S 

25 

13 

8 

4 

1860 

35 

8 

11 

9 

2 

5 

1860-0 

14 

2 

10 

2 

1860-S 

17 

14 

3 

1861 

128 

17 

43 

37 

29 

2 

1861-S 

13 

3 

8 

2 
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Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

Frequency  of  Listing  by  Condition 


DATE 

Total 

Good 

very  ooou 

Fine 
Very  Fine 

Extra  Fine 
About  Unc. 

Un- 
circulated 

Proo 

1862 

H  30 

1 

5 

12 

10 

2 

1862-S 

17 

5 

7 

5 

- 

- 

1863 

22 

5 

10 

7 

- 

- 

1864 

46 

4 

22 

14 

2 

4 

1864-S 

5 

1 

2 

2 

- 

- 

1865 

42 

9 

23 

9 

1 

- 

1865-S 

23 

1 

9 

6 

7 

- 

1866 

12 

- 

1 

1 

4 

6 

1866-S 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1867 

16 

4 

4 

6 

1 

1 

1867-S 

6 

1 

1 

3 

1 

- 

1868 

11 

5 

1 

5 

- 

- 

1868-S 

27 

5 

13 

9 

- 

- 

1869 

25 

- 

- 

6 

- 

19 

1969-S 

16 

2 

10 

4 

- 

- 

1870 

21 

3 

13 

5 

1870-CC 

2 

2 

1871 

13 

1 

2 

2 

2 

6 

1871-CC 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1871-S 

7 

- 

1 

6 

- 

1872 

16 

2 

2 

3 

9 

1872-CC 

5 

4 

1 

- 

- 

1872-S 

14 

7 

5 

2 

- 

1873  No  Arr 

24 

6 

3 

9 

3 

3 

1873  Arr 

58 

12 

13 

15 

16 

2 

1873-CC 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1873-S 

12 

2 

3 

7 

1874 

22 

3 

3 

12 

4 

1874-S 

32 

9 

12 

11 

16 


Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

Frequency  of  Listing  by  Condition 


DATE 

Total 

Good 
Very  Good 

Fine 
Very  Fine 

Extra  Fine 
About  Unc. 

Un- 
circulated 

Proof 

1875 

49 

7 

12 

13 

7 

10 

1875-CC 

0 

1875-S 

19 

4 

2 

12 

1 

1876 

111 

13 

18 

36 

37 

7 

1876-CC 

56 

20 

16 

10 

10 

1876-S 

57 

9 

21 

16 

11 

1877 

71 

19 

21 

13 

15 

3 

1877-CC 

56 

5 

17 

10 

24 

1877-S 

70 

6 

23 

31 

10 

1878 

29 

2 

7 

5 

11 

4 

1878-CC 

20 

1 

4 

7 

8 

1878-S 

26 

4 

7 

12 

3 

1879 

55 

7 

4 

11 

14 

19 

1880 

47 

1 

4 

10 

12 

20 

1881 

31 

5 

5 

2 

19 

1882 

25 

2 

2 

21 

1883 

21 

5 

1 

2 

1 

12 

1884 

31 

4 

1 

2 

24 

1885 

20 

5 

6 

2 

2 

5 

1886 

17 

1 

1 

8 

7 

1887 

11 

1 

3 

7 

1888 

30 

7 

2 

8 

13 

1888-S 

28 

1 

3 

24 

IftftQ 

o 

i 

i 

i  i 

c 
O 

1890 

33 

13 

6 

9 

1 

4 

1891 

79 

7 

32 

23 

12 

5 

1891-0 

26 

7 

19 

1891-S 

22 

5 

3 

8 

6 

For  the  low  mintage  Philadelphia  issues  from  1879  to  1889  the  pieces 
dated  1879  and  1880  seem  to  be  the  most  readily  available.  Proofs  for  all 
eleven  dates  remain  popular  and  are  available  for  a  price.  Proof  issues  for 
the  With  Arrows  type  dated  1873  and  1874  are  seldom  seen  and  con- 
sidered very  rare. 

Many  observations  can  be  made  on  the  data  collected  on  availability 
but  it  is  frequently  difficult  to  attribute  specific  trends  to  one  cause  or 
another.  It  is  important  to  keep  in  mind  however  that  availability  is 
related  to  both  rarity  and  pricing.  Changes  in  the  price  structure  can 
frequently  produce  very  different  patterns  of  availability. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  study  will  give  the  collector  sufficient  information 
so  that  he  can  make  more  informed  decisions  as  to  what  coins  he  should 
add  to  his  collection.  Since  many  rare  dates  are  hard  to  find  the  collector 
cannot  afford  to  pass  up  an  opportunity  to  buy  them  when  they  become 
available  if  he  is  to  have  a  reasonable  chance  of  completing  the  series  in 
the  grade  of  his  choice. 

Rarities 

Reasonably  Priced 


HALF  DIMES 

1844-  0        Small  o,  VF-20, 180°  Rotated  Reverse  $239 

1845  Virtually  F-12  15 

1849-  0        XF-40  or  better,  once  cleaned,  Full  head  195 

1850-  0        XF-40,  same  as  above,  Full  head  59 

1852-  0        VF-30  just  a  bit  rough,  one  small  dig  59 

1853-  0         No  Arrows,  not  quite  VG-8  99 

1853-0         No  Arrows,  F-VF-15,  slightly  rough  185 

1855-0         VF  XF-35,  toned  59 

DIMES 

1839  VG-F-10  $10 

1840-0         Medium  0  Good-4  29 

1845-  0         VF-20  119 


QUARTERS 

1840  With  Drapery  VF-30  rough  $19 

1842  AG-G  Dark  Fields,  Nice  coin  49 

1847-0         VG-10  32 

1847-0         VF-30,  Weak  Strike  65 

1865-S        VF-30,  Dig  in  obverse  field  65 

HALVES 

1860-  0        AU-50,  Well  Struck,  Full  head  and  foot  $69 

1861-  0        XF-40,  Dark  Fields,  Full  head  and  foot  49 

ANA  Grading  14  Day  Return 

Bill  G.  Carpenter  Rare  Coins  Ph.  (205)  649-2631 

P.O.  Box  U-1781 
Mobile,  Alabama  36688  LSCC  #70 
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Hn  1865  Half  With  Doubled  Date 


Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  an  1865  half  dollar  with  a  doubled  date 
sent  in  by  Jerry  Phillips  of  O'Fallon,  Missouri.  This  piece  is  undoubtedly 
an  example  of  what  Beistle  calls  Variety  5-Aa  in  his  book  "A  Register  of 
Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  and  Sub-Varieties."  Beistle  describes  the  obver- 
se as  having  a  heavy  date  located  low  in  the  field.  He  also  mentions  that 
the  obverse  has  full  drapery  and  that  the  date  is  recut.  The  digit  1  shows 
the  strongest  doubling,  the  earlier  punch  visible  over  the  base  of  the  digit 
and  over  the  upper  serif  and  the  upright.  The  digit  8  shows  doubling 
along  the  shoulders  of  the  lower  loop  and  over  the  top  of  the  upper  loop. 
The  digit  5  is  doubled  below  the  lower  loop  and  below  the  flag.  There  is  a 
fine  die  crack  that  runs  from  the  end  of  the  toe  to  the  edge.  Numbering 
the  stars  starting  from  the  lower  left,  there  is  a  fine  die  crack  that  runs 
from  the  left  edge  of  the  rock  through  the  points  of  the  1st  through  the 
5th  stars.  Another  crack  can  be  seen  running  from  the  8th  star  through 
the  cap  to  the  9th  star. 

On  the  reverse  the  die  is  badly  shattered  around  the  entire  legend.  A 
crack  runs  from  the  rim  through  the  top  of  the  letters  UNITED.  Another 
crack  runs  through  the  top  of  the  letters  STATES.  OF  is  connected  at  the 
base  by  a  crack.  Another  crack  runs  from  the  center  of  the  first  A  through 
the  tops  of  the  letters  MERICA  and  on  to  the  tip  of  the  middle  arrow.  The 
letters  HALF  DOL  are  also  connected  at  the  base  by  a  crack. 

The  doubled  date  should  show  up  on  even  a  well  worn  piece  and  the 
variety  would  be  an  interesting  addition  to  any  collection.  The  die  cracks 
are  extensive  enough  so  that  there  should  be  no  doubt  about  whether 
one  owns  the  doubled  date  variety. 

The  picture  of  the  1865  half  dollar  in  this  article  was  taken  by  Tom 
Mulvaney  at  Paramount  International  Coin  Corporation. 


The  Editor 
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A  masterpiece 
by  a  master  craftsman. 

Christian  Gobrecht  was  truly  a  master  craftsman.  His  Gobrecht  Dollar  is 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  pieces  ever  created. 

Just  as  Gobrecht  emphasized  quality  in  his  work,  we  emphasize  quality 
when  we  offer  the  coinage  he  designed.  We  have  over  750  high  quality 
Liberty  Seated  coins,  includinq  the  pictured  Gobrecht  Dollar,  all  valued  at 
over  $150,000. 

In  addition  to  offering  a  wide  selection  and  high  quality,  all  of  our 
seated  coins  are  accurately  graded  and  covered  by  our  grading  guarantee. 
This  means  that  when  you  order  from  us,  you  know  before  you  receive  the 
coin  that  it  is  properly  graded. 

So  when  you're  looking  for  a  masterpiece,  look  for  our  ads  in  the 
leading  numismatic  publications.  We'll  have  the  Gobrecht  designed  coinage 
you  need  in  the  quality  you  desire. 

Steve  Ivy  Rare  Coin  Co. 

The  originator  of  the  guaranteed  grading  system 
2121  North  Akard  •  Dallas,  Texas  75201 
(214)742-1079  •  WATS:  (1)  800-527-9250 

Any  coin  purchased  from  Steve  Ivy  Rare  Coin  Co.,  after  May  1, 1975,  will  adhere  to  the  standards 
of  the  ANA  Grading  Board.  If  not  the  full  purchase  price  will  be  refunded  to  the  original 
purchaser  within  30  days  of  the  decision  by  the  Grading  Board.* 

'This  applies  to  the  grade  itself  and  not  to  the  degrees  within  that  particular  grade  (i.e.  AU(50)vs.  Ch.AU  (55))  This  allows  for  legitimate 
differences  in  opinion.  Steve  Ivy  Fare  Coin  Co  retains  the  option  of  refunding  your  money  or  replacing  with  a  suitable  coin. 


The  1875-CC  Quarter 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

Collecting  Liberty  Seated  quarters  by  date  and  mint  has  always  pre- 
sented some  difficult  challenges  to  the  interested  collector  because  the 
series  contains  many  low  mintage  dates  which  are  difficult  to  locate  in 
any  grade.  It  is  possible  for  the  collector  to  spend  years  searching  for 
several  of  the  dates  in  the  series  without  having  a  real  opportunity  to  fill 
the  few  remaining  holes  in  his  collection.  While  many  of  the  rare  dates 
are  well  known  to  dealers  handling  Liberty  Seated  coins,  individuals  who 
have  collected  the  series  will  tell  you  that  one  of  the  most  overlooked 
dates  in  the  series  is  the  1875-CC  quarter.  For  years  this  date  sold  for 
only  slightly  more  than  a  common  date  and  had  no  reputation  as  a  rarity 
in  the  series.  The  listed  mintage  of  140,000  pieces  doesn't  stand  out  as 
anything  unusual  in  a  series  that  has  45  other  dates  with  lower  figures 
given.  Yet  in  terms  of  availability  it  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  dates  in 
the  series  to  find. 

Please  note  that  I  do  not  mean  to  imply  that  the  1875-CC  quarter  is 
prohibitably  rare  but  only  wish  to  indicate  that  it  is  just  not  available  in 
today's  market.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  major  reason  for  this  lack  of 
availability  lies  in  the  pricing  of  the  date.  The  1875-CC  is  not  recognized 
as  a  rarity  by  most  dealers  and  collectors  and  is  rather  modestly  priced 
by  most  price  listings.  Thus  when  the  date  is  available  it  can  be  pur- 
chased for  a  rather  modest  sum,  most  likely  by  someone  who  has  been 
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HALF  DIMES 

DIMES 

1862  Proof  60.  V-3  $600 

1849-0    VF,  Large  O.  

,  $55 

Rough  obverse  devices  under  low 

1853-0  F/VG  

9 

magnification.  Write  first. 

1854-0     Bold  XF,  heavy  obv.  die 

DIMES 

..  65 

1872-CC  Overall  Fine,  Attractive. 

18380 

No  Stars,  AVF,  A-2,  equals 

Write  

365 

photograde  VF  $150 

1838 

Small  Stars,  VF-30  + 

90 

QUARTERS 

1840 

With  Drapery  VG,  5  Letters 

1855-0  VF  

.$125 

LIBER  

.26 

1860-S     VG/AG,  IBERT; 

1841-0 

Small  o,  VF-30,  Not  in 

noticeable  marks  

62 

Ahwash?   

37 

1863  AXF  

1843-0 

112 

1865-S  VF  

120 

1844 

AVF  

100 

1868-S    AXF/XF,  Small  nick 

1844 

XF  +  ,  some  luster  

325 

obv.  field  

..110 

1847 

Fine,  Var.  3  

.38 

1872-CC  VG/G  

225 
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looking  for  the  date  for  many  years  or  by  a  Seated  specialist  who  is 
aware  of  its  rarity.  Thus  the  available  pieces  don't  last  long  when  put  on 
display  at  a  show  or  convention.  On  the  other  hand  owners  of  the  1875- 
CC  quarters  are  frequently  reluctant  to  sell  them  because  they  are  unable 
to  realize  a  price  in  proportion  to  rarity.  It  would  be  my  feeling  that  the 
1875-CC  quarter  will  continue  to  be  very  difficult  to  locate  without  a  sharp 
increase  in  price  of  the  date  in  all  grades.  Even  then  it  is  difficult  to 
estimate  how  many  will  surface  and  be  available  for  purchase  by  the  in- 
terested collector. 

Through  the  years  I  have  been  able  to  purchase  several  1875-CC  quar- 
ters and  have  been  able  to  identify  two  different  varieties  of  this  date. 
There  appear  to  be  two  obverse  dies  and  two  reverse  dies  used,  each  ob- 
verse paired  with  a  different  reverse.  Details  of  the  two  varieties  are  given 
below. 

1.  1875-CC.  Small  cc  mintmark.  Each  C  is  basically  circular  measuring 
0.7mm  tall  and  0.7mm  wide.  The  two  Cs  are  0.3mm  apart  and  level.  The 
left  C  is  0.5mm  over  the  left  side  of  the  R,  the  right  C  partially  over  the  R 
and  the  space  between  RD.  The  right  C  is  centered  under  the  crotch  be- 
tween the  feather  and  the  stem.  On  the  obverse  the  date  is  located  0.6mm 
below  the  base  of  the  rock.  The  right  edge  of  the  upright  of  the  digit  1  is 
almost  directly  below  the  point  of  the  shield.  The  upright  of  the  1  is 
nearly  centered  over  a  denticle. 

2.  1875-CC.  Small  cc  mintmark.  Each  C  is  basically  circular  measuring 
0.7mm  tall  and  0.7mm  wide.  The  two  Cs  are  0.3mm  apart  and  level.  The 
left  C  is  0.5mm  over  the  center  of  the  R,  the  right  C  over  the  center  of  the 
space  between  the  RD.  The  right  C  is  located  to  the  right  of  the  crotch 
between  the  feather  and  the  stem.  On  the  obverse  the  date  is  located 
0.8mm  below  the  base  of  the  rock.  The  right  edge  of  the  upright  of  the 
digit  1  is  located  left  of  the  point  of  the  shield.  The  upright  of  the  1  is 
centered  over  the  space  between  two  denticles. 

Both  varieties  were  struck  from  the  new  reverse  hub  introduced  into 
the  quarter  series  in  1875.  For  this  hub  the  A  in  STATES  has  short  serifs, 
the  A  not  close  to  the  two  T's  at  the  base.  For  more  details  on  the  hub 
varieties  of  quarters  of  this  year  see  page  17  of  Issue  #8  of  the  Journal. 

Certainly  other  varieties  of  this  date  might  exist.  Unfortunately  I  have 
not  seen  enough  pieces  of  this  date  to  rule  out  the  possibility  that  ad- 
ditional dies  were  used  or  that  the  obverse  of  one  of  the  two  varieties 
was  used  with  the  reverse  of  the  other  variety.  With  these  rare  dates  in 
the  Seated  series  it  is  necessary  for  a  large  number  of  people  to  examine 
the  coins  that  they  see  if  we  are  to  have  any  hope  of  identifying  the 
existing  varieties  of  a  specific  date. 

The  pictures  of  the  1875-CC  quarters  were  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney  at 
Paramount  International  Coin  Corp. 
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1875-CC  Quarter,  Variety  2 
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The  Gobrecht  Journal 
Collective  Volume  Number  I 

Proqreaa  Report 

Plans  surrounding  the  publication  of  the  club  book  on  Liberty  Seated 
coinage  are  moving  ahead  but  the  progress  has  been  much  slower  than  I 
had  anticipated.  The  problem  stems  not  from  any  difficulty  with  the 
work  itself  but  mostly  from  my  lack  of  experience  in  dealing  with  a 
project  of  this  magnitude.  I  had  expected  that  the  book  would  be  ready 
for  distribution  in  February  but  I  underestimated  the  amount  of  work  that 
would  be  necessary  in  preparing  the  manuscript  for  publication.  The 
journals  printed  during  recent  years  have  contained  32  pages.  While  con- 
siderable work  is  involved  in  the  publication  of  each  issue  I  have  been 
able  to  put  aside  my  normal  activities  for  a  few  days  at  critical  stages  of 
the  preparation  to  insure  publication  without  undue  delay.  However  with 
a  408  page  manuscript  I  found  the  task  overwhelming  at  times  and 
discovered  that  a  careful  review  of  the  manuscript  took  more  time  than  I 
had.  I  quickly  decided  that  it  was  better  to  do  a  complete  and  careful  job 
on  the  manuscript,  even  if  it  meant  that  there  would  be  a  delay  in  the 
publication  of  the  volume. 

Monty  Johnsen  prepared  a  sample  xerox  copy  of  the  manuscript  for 
presentation  at  the  Annual  meeting  at  the  ANA  in  August  1980.  The 
document  was  well  received  by  club  members  at  the  meeting  and  we 
decided  to  investigate  the  possibility  of  publication.  Initial  planning  start- 
ed during  the  fall  but  no  work  was  begun  until  Issue  #19  of  the  Journal 
was  released  to  the  members.  In  December  the  negatives  from  the  first 
18  issues  of  the  Journal  were  pulled  from  storage  and  ordered  according 
to  the  Johnsen  manuscript.  We  decided  early  to  go  with  the  Journal 
negatives  to  preserve  the  quality  of  the  pictures  but  this  decision  resulted 
in  one  unexpected  delay.  When  the  Journals  were  initially  printed  the  pic- 
tures and  copy  were  mounted  separately  and  then  combined  to  prepare 
the  plates  for  printing.  For  the  book  we  learned  that  the  pictures  would 
have  to  be  mounted  with  the  copy  so  that  the  negatives  could  be 
prepared  for  the  big  presses  which  run  16  pages  on  a  single  sheet.  This 
step  required  many  hours  of  cutting  and  stripping  negatives  on  a  light 
table  and  then  mounting  the  finished  product  as  a  page  in  the  book.  We 
reshot  pictures  that  lacked  the  quality  we  desired,  corrected  mistakes  in 
the  original  copy  that  we  missed  before  publication  of  the  journals  and 
added  the  new  copy  that  appears  in  the  INTRODUCTION  and  the  TABLE 
OF  CONTENTS.  We  then  spent  several  weeks  and  more  hours  than  I  care 
to  remember  checking  the  work  that  had  been  done  on  the  negatives. 
Mistakes  were  found  and  corrected.  Each  page  was  reviewed  line  for  line 
to  make  sure  that  nothing  was  left  out  in  the  mounting  of  the  negatives. 
All  pictures  were  checked  to  make  sure  that  they  were  mounted  in  the 
proper  place  and  were  properly  aligned. 

Once  the  negatives  were  prepared  the  pages  were  printed,  folded  and 
taken  to  the  book  binders  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio  in  early  March.  We  an- 
ticipate no  real  problems  in  this  phase  of  the  operation  but  our  order 
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must  be  worked  in  with  other  work  that  is  being  done  by  the  binders. 

The  club  received  136  orders  for  the  Collective  Volume  Number  I  during 
the  prepublication  offer.  We  regret  the  delay  in  the  publication  date  of  the 
volume  but  wish  to  indicate  that  orders  will  be  filled  as  soon  as  the 
books  become  available.  The  Editor 

Rn  Intarsting  1865  5  Half  Dollar 

by 

David  Lange 

I  have  in  my  collection  an  1865-S  half  dollar  that  is  relatively  common 
by  date  and  mint,  yet  it  possesses  certain  features  that  were  struck  into 
the  coin  outside  the  mint.  The  coin  is  quite  ordinary  with  the  exception 
that  there  are  two  small  figures  punched  into  the  obverse  right  field.  The 
uppermost  mark  is  boldly  punched  while  the  one  below  it  is  incomplete. 
However,  both  are  from  the  same  punch. 

Could  these  figures  be  chopmarks?  It's  possible  but  not  likely.  While 
chopmarks  are  frequently  encountered  on  U.S.  Trade  Dollars,  they  are 
quite  rare  on  other  American  coins.  A  subsidiary  half  dollar,  with  its  low 
silver  content,  would  have  had  little  appeal  to  a  Chinese  merchant  and 
would  most  probably  have  been  refused.  Another  factor  which  tends  to 
discredit  the  chopmark  theory  is  that  these  figures  do  not  resemble 
Chinese  characters  and  are  not  so  deeply  cut  as  the  chopmarks  seen  on 
Trade  Dollars. 

It's  a  fact  that  American  silver  coins  of  the  1860's  were  largely  export- 
ed to  Canada  and  Latin  America  at  a  profit  to  those  who  deposited 
bullion  with  the  Mint.  Perhaps  these  figures  were  acquired  in  some  other 
part  of  the  Americas.  Another  possibility  is  that  this  coin  may  have  been 
used  as  some  sort  of  mission  token  or  as  a  "house  coin"  in  a  gambling 
casino.  The  figures  show  some  signs  of  wear,  the  coin  apparently  having 
been  returned  to  circulation  after  being  marked.  Does  anyone  have  a 
solution? 

The  picture  of  the  1865-S  half  dollar  was  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney  at 
Paramount  International  Coin  Corp. 
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Th»  1853  Chin  Whi*k»r»  Dollar 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

Recent  references  to  a  so-called  Chin-Whiskers  variety  of  the  1853 
Seated  dollar  have  made  me  curious  as  to  the  nature  of  this  variety.  I 
recently  had  the  opportunity  to  buy  an  1853  dollar  and  upon  examination  I 
discovered  that  I  had  an  example  of  what  has  to  be  this  variety.  There  are 
three  strong  raised  lines  that  run  from  Miss  Liberty's  chin  straight  down 
to  the  shoulder.  The  line  segments  are  all  very  short,  measuring 
only  about  0.6mm  in  length  from  the  chin  to  shoulder.  The  segments  are 
in  a  very  protected  area  on  the  coin  indicating  that  they  should  be  still 
clearly  visible  on  even  a  well  worn  piece. 

Some  additional  information  might  be  useful  on  this  die  to  help  iden- 
tify it  from  other  characteristics.  The  date  is  located  near  the  base  of  the 
rock  and  slopes  down  only  slightly.  The  digit  1  is  almost  0.4mm  below  the 
rock  and  the  digit  3  is  about  0.5mm  below  the  rock.  In  addition  the  point 
of  the  obverse  shield  falls  between  the  digits  1  and  8  in  the  date.  Finally 
numbering  the  stars  starting  from  the  lower  left,  there  is  a  fine  die  crack 
connecting  the  outside  points  of  the  1st  to  the  7th  star. 

The  pictures  of  the  1853  Seated  dollar  were  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney  at 
Paramount  International  Coin  Corp. 


Date  Area  of  1853  Chin-Whiskers  Dollar 
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1853  Chin-Whiskers  Dollar 

Ron  Severa  recently  indicated  to  me  that  he  is  aware  of  a  second  Chin 
Whiskers  variety  for  Dollars  of  1853.  This  variety  has  only  two  lines  that 
run  from  the  chin  to  the  shoulder.  In  fact  Ron  says  that  he  has  only  seen 
one  circulated  1853  dollar  without  the  Chin-Whiskers.  He  also  indicated 
to  me  that  1853  Proof  dollars  are  very  rare  and  that  they  do  not  have 
Chin-Whiskers.  In  his  book  on  Proof  coinage  Walter  Breen  states  that  the 
1853  Proof  dollars  are  restrikes  that  were  not  made  until  1862  or  1863. 

Ron  also  indicates  that  he  has  noticed  very  little  difference  in  date 
placement  among  the  dies  for  1853  dollars.  He  believes  that  pieces  would 
have  to  be  studied  in  detail  to  detect  any  differences  that  might  exist. 
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R  Fake  1872-CC  Dime  Seen 


The  early  Carson  City  dates  have  been  the  target  for  deception  for 
many  years  because  of  the  great  rarity  of  pieces  from  the  first  four  years 
of  Carson  City  dime  production.  The  piece  pictured  below  is  an  example 
of  the  type  of  altered  fake  that  has  been  with  us  in  recent  years.  The  pic- 
ture is  of  a  coin  dated  1872  with  an  added  mintmark.  With  a  mintage  of 
only  24,000  pieces  for  the  1872-CC  date,  only  one  variety  is  known  to 
exist.  The  piece  pictured  below  has  a  different  reverse  and  a  different  ob- 
verse from' the  genuine  pieces.  In  particular  the  mintmark  is  located 
closer  to  the  right  ribbon  and  further  from  the  left  ribbon  than  the  mint- 
mark  on  the  genuine  die.  The  mintmark  is  the  proper  size  but  an  examina- 
tion under  magnification  reveals  that  the  mintmark  is  ragged  and  uneven 
where  it  joins  the  field.  There  has  been  some  minor  buffing  on  the  reverse 
but  the  piece  itself  shows  natural  toning  with  little  evidence  of  the 
alterations. 

On  the  obverse  the  date  placement  is  close  to  the  proper  position  but 
the  evidence  is  clear  that  it  is  not  the  obverse  of  the  genuine  die.  On  the 
genuine  1872-CC  dime  the  digit  7  in  the  date  is  centered  over  a  denticle. 
On  this  piece  the  denticle  is  below  the  left  edge  of  the  digit  7. 

Another  key  characteristic  in  this  piece  is  the  reeding.  All  genuine  Car- 
son City  dimes  that  I  have  seen  from  the  1871-CC  to  the  1874-CC  have  an 
unusual  wide  reeding  with  only  89  reeds.  This  piece  has  many  more 
reeds,  matching  the  reeding  on  Philadelphia  pieces  of  the  same  date. 
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The  evidence  in  this  examination  indicates  that  the  piece  in  question  is 
a  genuine  1872  Philadelphia  dime  to  which  a  Carson  City  mintmark  has 
been  added.  Another  significant  point  to  keep  in  mind  is  that  this  piece 
has  been  in  the  hands  of  an  Eastern  collector  for  over  ten  years  and  only 
recently  did  he  discover  that  the  piece  was  altered.  Such  fakes  have  been 
turning  up  in  collections  and  even  at  auction  making  it  important  that  the 
dealer  and  collector  both  be  careful  not  to  purchase  these  deceptive 
pieces. 

The  picture  of  the  fake  1872-CC  dime  was  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney  at 
Paramount  International  Coin  Corp. 


Seated  VoUcvi* 


1867-P  Very  Fine-25  Subdued  glossy  surfaces  from 

old  cleaning.  No  detracting  sur- 
face marks.  67.00 


1864-S  Very  Good-10  Very  weak  mint  mark;  medium 

large  "S".  Overall  FINE  but  weak 
strike  obverse.  $15.00 


Both  Coins  for  $77.00  delivered.  Return  privilege. 


R.R.  Wright 
P.O.  Box  3294 

Daytona  Beach,  Florida  32018 


We  buy  and  Sell 

High  Quality  Rare  Coins 


EDWARD  F.  CZAJKA 

EFC  RARE  COINS 


Member  of  A.N. A.  -  M.S.N.S.  -  L.S.C.C.  -  M.C  C 


Telephone  313-582-3939 


P  0  Box  68 


Dearborn.  Mich  48121 
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On  Thm  Covir 


The  cover  of  this  issue  presents  a  picture  of  an  1837  No  Stars  Proof 
dime,  one  of  only  30  specimens  struck  almost  150  years  ago.  The  No 
Stars  design  is  one  of  the  truly  beautiful  designs  in  the  Liberty  Seated 
series  with  the  Seated  figure  standing  out  in  the  open  field.  While  most 
of  us  will  never  have  an  opportunity  to  purchase  a  Proof  example  of  this 
date,  nice  circulated  specimens  of  this  date  are  available  and  within  the 
financial  reach  of  most  Seated  collectors.  These  pieces  all  show  the 
beautiful  lines  and  striking  features  of  the  early  Seated  design. 

One  of  the  more  important  facts  about  this  date  is  that  the  die  used  to 
strike  the  1837  No  Stars  Large  Date  dimes  breaks  up  with  continued  use 
until  it  is  badly  cracked  and  clash  marked.  The  die  damage  is  among  the 
worst  seen  in  the  Seated  dime  series  and  in  many  cases  still  visible  on 
even  well  worn  specimens. 

Three  heavy  cracks  develop  of  the  obverse,  two  forming  a  pie  shaped 
wedge  that  meet  near  the  center  of  the  coin  just  below  the  left  knee.  The 
first  crack  runs  from  the  rim  to  the  rock  below  the  foot  and  then  up 
through  the  folds  of  drapery  to  the  knee.  The  second  crack  runs  from  the 
rim  to  the  left  of  the  date,  up  into  the  rock  through  the  stripes  in  the  ob- 
verse shield,  through  the  T  in  LIBERTY,  out  the  right  edge  of  the  shield 
and  up  through  the  folds  of  drapery  until  it  meets  the  first  crack  at  the 
left  knee.  A  third  crack  develops  from  the  rim  at  2  o'clock  and  extends 
out  into  the  field  toward  the  arm  that  holds  the  staff.  The  obverse  die 
goes  through  a  series  of  die  states  with  the  crack  below  the  foot  being 
the  first  to  appear. 


1837  No  Stars  Dime  with  Multiple  Die  Cracks 
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In  the  late  stages  the  obverse  and  reverse  dies  are  both  badly  clashed 
with  the  impressions  of  the  opposite  die  clearly  visible  in  the  fields.  On 
the  obverse  the  incused  E  from  DIME  can  be  seen  below  the  elbow.  Im- 
pressions from  the  leaves  are  visible  between  the  head  and  staff  and 
marks  from  the  ribbons  and  stem  visible  over  the  left  shoulder.  There  is 
also  a  very  strong  impression  on  the  neck  from  the  high  area  on  the 
reverse  die  between  the  stem  and  bow.  Clash  marks  on  the  reverse  are 
also  visible  in  a  number  of  places.  A  die  line  marking  the  base  of  the  rock 
runs  below  the  word  STATES,  from  the  first  S  on  across  to  the  second  S. 
A  line  marking  the  drapery  in  the  gown  runs  from  the  bud  over  the  E  in 
ONE,  through  the  lower  right  edge  of  the  E,  down  between  the  letters  M 
and  E  in  DIME  and  then  into  the  back  of  the  E.  The  arm  is  visible  from  the 
center  of  the  E  in  DIME  down  through  the  lower  right  tip  of  the  letter  and 
into  the  stem  between  the  two  buds.  The  staff  is  visible  in  the  leaves  on 
the  inside  of  the  wreath  and  then  again  on  the  outside  of  the  wreath  ex- 
tending toward  the  second  A  in  AMERICA.  A  line  from  the  shoulder  runs 
through  both  ribbon  ends  and  both  stems  below  the  bow.  A  few  other 
lines  from  the  drapery  just  inside  the  left  arm  can  be  seen  running  up 
through  the  left  side  of  the  wreath. 

Apparently  the  cracked  obverse  die  was  used  for  an  extended  period  of 
time  because  I  have  seen  quite  a  number  of  specimens  with  varying 
stages  of  the  obverse  cracks.  One  might  wonder  just  how  bad  the  cracks 
became  before  the  die  was  retired  from  service.  With  that  in  mind,  has 
anyone  seen  this  variety  with  obverse  cracks  more  advanced  than  those 
described  and  shown  in  the  picture? 

The  picture  of  the  1837  No  Stars  dime  was  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney  at 
Paramount  International  Coin  Corp. 


ANA  —  NENA 


Arnold  S.  Landsberg 
352  Hartford  Tpke. 
Vernon,  Connecticut  06066 
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*  *  MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION  *  '  l'J 
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LiBERTy  Seated  Collectors  Club 


NAME 


SIGNATURE  DATE 


Tuckaway  Station  •  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  53221 


w 

'  -  4 
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a:oress___  

city  state   zip 


*  -  4 


I 


—  I 

ViV  J'*  A  COLLECTORS        DEALERS  COLLECTOR/OEALERD  W 

YOU  MA Y  □      "AY   NOTD  !|] 
SEND  MY   NAME  AND  ADDRESS   TO  OTHER   CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I   COLLECT  BY  DATE   SEATED  HALF  OIMESD        DIMES  D 


QUARTERSD       HALF   DOLLARS  D  DOLLARSD  ALL   SEATEDC  W 

-I 

~  Membership  Fee -$9.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation 

JJ)  fee-  Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $9.00  to: 

James  Skwarek  •  P.O.  Box  21813 

>  ~  4 


ED 

►  •  4 

t 
I 

•  4 

►  -  t 
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CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or  change 
your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two  Journals 
returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has  moved  to  a  new 
location.  In  such  cases  we  must  wait  for  the  member  to  contact  us  and 
provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unnecessary  delays  in  receiving; 
the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  on  keeping  our  mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that 
you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible  of  any  change  of  address. 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads  or  club  policies  are  invited 
This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it  on  behal 
of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering  45429 
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U.  S.  COINS 
TOP  QUALITY 
TOP  RARITY 

BOUGHT  AND  SOLD 

WRITE  FOR  QUOTES 
COMMISSIONS  EXECUTED 
AT  MOST 
MAJOR  AUCTIONS  -  5%  FEE 


JULIAN  LEIDMAN 

8439  GEORGIA  AVE. 
SILVER  SPRING,  MD.  20910 

TEL.  301  -  585-8467 


"SPECIALIZING" 
IN 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF-DIMES 

DIMES 
QUARTERS 


BY  DATE,  VARIETY  &  GRADE 

Want  Lists  Solicited, 
all  "Rare  Coins"  in  my  field. 
Call,  write  or  send  for  realistic  offer. 

KAMAL  M.  AHWASH 

"Knowledge  Through  Research" 
Numismatist 
LM-ANA-1541 

PNG-ANS-LSCC-PAST-PRES 
1.(215)872-4936 

112  S.  Jackson  St.  •  Box  422  •  Media,  Penna  19063 


